Special Resolution 5.2 for AGM December 2025 (version 2). 

Existing Wording:

1. Name of Club 
The name of the Club shall be "East Down Yacht Club". 
2. Objects of the Club 
To promote the sports of sailing, rowing and canoeing in Strangford Lough and elsewhere throughout Northern Ireland, and such other sports and activities as the Executive Committee shall consider consistent with the welfare of the Club, and to instruct people in such sports. In all cases, preference will be given to sailing crafts. The use of PWCs (Personal Water Craft) shall not be permitted at the club. 
3.  Club Policies 
3.1 Child Protection Policy 
The Club has adopted and is committed to observing the Child Protection Policy set out in Appendix A to the Club Rules and recognises its responsibilities under the Child Protection (Northern Ireland) Order 1995. At all times members in contact and working with young people on courses and in events organised by the Club shall observe the Code of Conduct set out in Appendix B to the Club Rules. 
3.2 Health & Safety Policy 
The Club has adopted and is committed to observing the Health & Safety Policy set out in Appendix C to the Club Rules. 
3.3 Equality Statement 
The Club has adopted and is committed to observing the Equality Statement set out in Appendix D to the Club Rules. 
3.4 Data Protection Policy 
The Club has adopted and is committed to observing the Data Protection Policy as set out in Appendix E to the Club Rules. 
4. Affiliation to Royal Yachting Association 
The Club shall be affiliated to the Royal Yachting Association.
5. Officers of the Club 
The following Officers shall be elected annually by the voting members at the Annual General Meeting: Commodore, Vice Commodore, Rear Commodore (Sailing), Sailing Captain, Honorary Secretary, Honorary Treasurer. No one person may be elected as Commodore for more than three consecutive occasions and no one person may be elected as Vice Commodore for more than three consecutive occasions. 
6. Nomination for Election to Executive Committee 
Nominations for all elected offices and posts should be lodged in writing with the Honorary Secretary not later than five days prior to the Annual General Meeting. Each nomination shall be signed by a Proposer and by a Seconder, and shall bear the signature of the Nominee as an indication of his or her willingness to serve on a committee, if so elected. Nomination forms shall be made available to members at the appropriate time. All Nominees, Proposers and Seconders must be fully paid up adult voting members. Nominees for Commodore and for Vice Commodore must have served on Executive Committee, prior to nomination. If the number of nominations received by the due date is fewer than the number of offices and posts to be filled, then the Chairman of the Meeting may, provided the Meeting approves, seek nominations for those specific offices and posts which are deficient. All three parties to any such nomination must be present.
7.   Taking of Minutes 
The Honorary Secretary shall keep a record of the proceedings at the Annual General Meeting and the Executive Committee meetings and shall see that the decisions of these Meetings are implemented.
8.   Accounting 
The Honorary Treasurer shall be accountable to the Executive Committee for the receipt and payment of all money due to or owing by the Club and shall keep correct accounts and books showing the receipts, expenditure and financial affairs of the Club, audited yearly by the Honorary Auditor before they are presented to the Annual General Meeting. The Honorary Auditor shall be appointed by the Executive Committee and need not be a Member of the Club. 
9.   Executive Committee 
The affairs of the Club shall be the responsibility of the Executive Committee, which shall consist of the Officers specified in Rule 5. In addition, four members shall be elected annually at the Annual General Meeting to serve on the Executive Committee. The Executive Committee shall meet from time to time at such place and hour as may be convenient and as summoned in writing by the Honorary Secretary. A quorum of half of the members of the Executive Committee shall be required to conduct business. In the event of a voting tie, the Chairman shall have a casting vote. The Executive Committee may appoint sub-committees to deal with any special business, provided that the power of the Executive Committee to elect or reject members shall not be delegated to any other committee. In the event of a vacancy occurring in the Executive Committee during a current year of office the Executive Committee may, at its discretion, appoint a successor, who shall hold office until the next Annual General Meeting. The number of successors so appointed shall not exceed two in any one year. If necessary a Principal Training Officer, a Principal Race Officer, an Assistant Honorary Secretary and/or an Assistant Honorary Treasurer may also be appointed by the Executive Committee at any time during the year. All such persons shall not by virtue of such appointment be members of the Executive Committee. The Commodore, the Vice Commodore, Principal Training Officer and the Principal Race Officer shall be ex officio members of all other committees. 
10.  Sailing Committee 
The Sailing Committee shall consist of the following: Rear Commodore (Sailing), Sailing Captain, Cruising Captain, Youth Coordinator, four members elected annually at the Annual General Meeting, and a maximum of four members appointed by the Executive Committee at its first meeting following the Annual General Meeting. The Sailing Committee shall meet regularly to consider any duties assigned to it by the Executive Committee, and to provide reports and recommendations to the Executive Committee. The Sailing Captain shall ensure that proceedings are minuted. A quorum of half the members of the Sailing Committee shall be required to conduct business. 
11. Annual General Meeting 
The Annual General Meeting shall be held on or before the 7th December each year and a notice of it shall be sent to each member of the Club at the address of each member recorded in the register of the members. A quorum of 20 members is required. At any Annual General Meeting or Extraordinary General Meeting each partner shall be entitled to one vote for such partner's Family membership and each Single member, Senior member or Young Adult member shall be entitled to one vote, but Cadet members, Outport members and Family members, save as above, have no votes but can submit recommendations.
12. Extraordinary General Meeting 
An Extraordinary General Meeting may be called at the request in writing of ten full members of the Club and the business of such meetings shall be restricted to the particular business mentioned in such request and a quorum of twenty members is again required.
13. Admission of Members 
New members must be proposed and seconded by Club Members in writing on application forms obtainable from the Secretary. They shall demonstrate in their application to the Executive Committee’s satisfaction that they intend to become active members of the club and intend to utilise the Club’s facilities in keeping with the “Objects of the Club” as noted herein Rule 2. The names and addresses of persons proposed as members other than Honorary and Temporary members of the Club shall be displayed in a conspicuous place in the Club premises for at least one week before their election, and an interval of not less than two weeks shall elapse between the nomination and election of such members. Unless proposed or seconded by a member of the Executive Committee, the applicant shall be interviewed by at least one member of this Committee, before the application is considered by the Executive Committee, when a ballot shall be taken on the admission of the proposed new member at which a majority vote shall decide the question of admission. 
14. Non Compliance with Rule 13 
If persons, other than temporary members, are elected as members by a procedure which does not comply with that part of Rule 13 concerning the display of their names and addresses in a conspicuous place in the Club premises for a period of at least one week before their election, they shall not be admitted to any of the privileges of membership until the expiration of a period of at least two days from their election. 
15. Classes of Membership and Subscription 
Classes of Membership and Subscription shall be as set out in the 1st Schedule hereto. 
16. Membership Cards 
All members shall carry membership cards while on the premises of the Club. 
17. List of Names and Addresses of Members 
An alphabetical list of the names and addresses of every official and member of the Club shall be kept on the premises of the Club. 
18. Guests of Members 
A guest of a member shall not be admitted to the Club premises except in the company of a member and the member shall, immediately on the admission of their guest to the Club premises, enter their name and address and the name and address of their guest in a book which shall be kept for that purpose and which shall show the date of each visit. 
19. Guests of Members: Limitation on Admission 
The same person, except where that person is a parent, partner, or child of a member, shall not be admitted as a guest of a member to the Club premises on more than 10 days in any period of 12 months. 
20. Responsibility of Members for their Guests 
A member shall be responsible for their guest strictly observing the rules and shall not leave the Club premises before their guest and a guest of a member shall not be supplied with intoxicating liquor in the Club premises unless upon the invitation and in the company of the member.
21. Purchase of Intoxicating Liquor 
No person shall be paid at the expense of the Club any commission, percentage or similar payment on or with reference to purchases of intoxicating liquor by the Club.
22. Supply of Intoxicating Liquor 
No person shall, directly or indirectly, derive any pecuniary benefit from the supply of intoxicating liquor by or on behalf of the Club or members or guests, apart from any benefit accruing to the Club as a whole. 
23. Display of Bar Hours 
A statement, printed in plain type, of the hours during which intoxicating liquor may be supplied on the premises of the Club shall be exhibited in a conspicuous part of the Club premises. 
24. Supply of Intoxicating Liquor to Non-members - Off Premises 
Intoxicating liquor shall not be supplied to persons who are not members of the Club for consumption outside the premises of the Club. 
25. Supply of Intoxicating Liquor to Members - Off Premises 
Intoxicating liquor shall not be supplied to members of the Club for consumption outside the premises of the Club except where the liquor is supplied in such quantities and during such hours, being hours within the permitted hours, and on such days as the Sub-Divisional Commander for the Police Sub-Division in which the premises are situated may authorise in writing. 
26. Supply of Intoxicating Liquor to Minors 
Intoxicating liquor shall not be supplied to any person under the age of 18 years. 
27. Bar Hours 
Intoxicating liquor may be supplied on the premises of the Club only during the hours set out in the 3rd Schedule. 
28. Annual Subscriptions
Membership for any year starts on 1st January. Subscriptions shall be due and payable on 1st January in each year in accordance with the rates as set out in Schedule 1. Members joining after 1st August in any year are liable for half subscription. Members joining after 1st October in any year pay no subscription for that year. 
29. Entrance Fee 
Each applicant on admission to Family, Single and Cadet Membership shall be required to pay an Entrance Fee in accordance with the rates as set out in Schedule 1. 
30. Unpaid Subscriptions
Until his or her subscription for the current season shall have been paid, a member shall not be entitled to take part in any Club event or make any use of the Club facilities nor shall points be awarded to any boat in which he/she sails. A list of members whose subscriptions are still unpaid at 30th June shall be submitted to the Executive Committee by the Honorary Treasurer, as soon as possible after that date and the Executive Committee shall have power thereafter, and after such notice as the Executive Committee shall deem reasonable, to remove the name of any member whose subscription is unpaid from the list of members and such person shall forfeit all rights to or claims upon the Club's assets. 
31. Resignations 
These should be in writing and made before the Annual General Meeting for that year otherwise the member shall be deemed liable for his subscription for such year. 
32. Complaints, disciplinary, hearings, sanctions, and appeals. 
To be dealt with by the Executive Committee, any complaint shall be in writing and delivered to the Hon Secretary. The Hon Secretary shall inform the Executive Committee, and refer the matter to an Investigation Team of people removed from the complaint. The team will carry out an investigation to include talking to the parties involved. The findings will be presented in writing to the Executive Committee who will decide by ballot whether or not there is a case to answer. If there is, the Executive Committee shall refer the matter to a Disciplinary Committee convened to hear the matter. Those on the Disciplinary Committee shall not have been involved in the investigation or the decision on whether there is a case to answer.
The Disciplinary Committee shall hear the case. Protection will be provided to witnesses who whistle blow during investigation or hearings. The Executive Committee should put any charges to individuals concerned, stating the rule which the member’s behaviour has allegedly breached. The Executive Committee shall have the power to expel a member or suspend a member from the privileges of membership for a period not exceeding one month. Members suspended or expelled shall forfeit all rights to or claims upon the Club or its funds. Sanctions, other than suspension & expulsion are possible, including suspension of certain membership rights, suspension of duties or office, or deduction of racing points. Appeals shall be in writing and delivered to the Hon Secretary, stating the grounds of appeal, and made within 14 days of the member being informed of the outcome of a hearing. Appeals shall be referred by the Secretary to the Executive Committee, or if necessary, to a body beyond the club. The club shall refer to its Code of Conduct to determine the standards of behaviour expected of members. Any related matter not fully detailed in this rule shall be dealt with in general accordance with the principles in the Labour Relations Agency (LRA) Code of Practice on Disciplinary and Grievance Procedures (NI) guide, or equivalent NI guidance document. 
33. Changes in Rules 
No rule of the Club shall be changed or added to or revoked except by a special resolution of not less than two thirds of the members present and voting at the General Meeting or a Special General Meeting of which resolution seven days' previous notice in writing shall be given to each member. 
34. Proposal of Resolution by Members 
If any member shall desire to propose any resolution for the amendment of the Club Rules he shall give notice in writing of such proposal to the Honorary Secretary by 31st October in any year. 
35. Trustees 
At least four Trustees shall be appointed by the Executive Committee to hold office, until death or resignation or removal from office by a resolution of the Executive Committee, and, in such circumstances, the Executive Committee shall appoint a successor whose appointment shall be ratified by the Annual General Meeting. The Trustees shall have power to acquire, hold, mortgage, charge and dispose of and shall have vested in themselves all real and personal property, lands, buildings, hereditaments and premises purchased, taken on Lease or otherwise acquired by or for the benefit of the Club. 
36. Club Assets 
The Club's assets and finances shall be used solely to further the objects of the Club. At no time or under no circumstances shall assets of the Club be distributed among members either on an interim or on a winding-up basis.
37. Dissolution
A resolution to dissolve the Club shall be passed only at a General Meeting specially summoned for the purpose of such resolution if supported by not less than 50% of those present and entitled to vote. In the event of the Club being dissolved, surplus assets remaining after the satisfaction of debits and liabilities shall be held in trust by the Trustees until transferred by them to an institution or an organisation, which is a charity and/ or is a registered Community Amateur Sports Club (CASC) and with objects similar to those of East Down Yacht Club, provided that such an institution's or such an organisation's Rules similarly preclude the distribution of such assets to its members.
38. Non Voting Members
Persons shall not be admitted in such numbers to membership not carrying rights of voting in relation to the affairs of the Club as will result in the number of members not having such rights being more than the number of members having such rights.
39. Admission of Honorary and Temporary Members
No persons shall be allowed to become Honorary or Temporary members of the Club or be relieved of the payment of the regular entrance fee or subscription, except those possessing the following qualifications:
Honorary Members - Elected by the Executive Committee. These being existing or recent past members of the Club to be honoured in recognition of meritorious work for the Club or for special achievement in the sport of sailing.
Temporary Members - Those participating in training or sailing events approved by the Executive Committee.
40. Financial Year
The financial year of the Club shall end on 30th September in each year.
41. Moorings
Members will comply with the general directions of the Executive Committee as to the position and type of any mooring laid in the vicinity of the Club. The Committee will identify a source of professional guidance to advise on the weight, length and strength of moorings. The Moorings Officer, appointed by the Sailing Committee, will aid free navigation in the vicinity of the Club by advising on the position of moorings. All moorings  for members’ boats shall be inspected and serviced annually, to preserve the reputation of East Down Yacht Club as a safe location for mooring yachts. Boat owners are responsible for the good condition of both their boat and their mooring and shall be guided by the insurance requirement of Rule 42.
42. Navigation, Racing and Sailing
All racing is to be conducted under the rules of the Royal Yachting Association and every helmsman is to be a member of a recognised club.
All craft taking part in Club activities or using Club facilities must be insured against Third Party Liability to a minimum of £3,000,000.00.
No boat belonging to a Club member may be awarded points in a Club event unless its particulars have been reported previously to the responsible Officer of the Club, in such a manner as the Executive Committee may prescribe, and unless it carries clear identifying sail numbers and/or name in accordance with the reported particulars, and unless all dues to the Club in respect of the boat have been paid, and unless the helmsman and crew are fully paid members of the Club or bona-fide visitors, subject to the further restriction that any such visitor may not participate in more than five Points Series races in any one season.
Personal buoyancy aids must be worn at all times by persons in dinghies and tenders.
A 5 knot speed limit (speed over the ground) is imposed in the immediate area of the clubhouse waters bounded to the North by Dodd’s Island and in the South by the entrance to the Dorn (often marked by perches), during the sailing season.
The following list of vessels has permission to exceed the speed limit:-
Club support vessels, club safety boats and club rescue boats in their immediate race management and safety/rescue duties only, not on general passage making, subject only to safe and considerate helming.
43. Classes of Sailing Boats
The official classes of boats sponsored by the Club shall be determined or amended at the Annual or Special General Meeting. Other boats will be eligible to participate in handicap races under the RYA Portsmouth Yardstick Scheme or other such recognised handicap scheme as the Executive Committee may decide.
44. Instruction in Seamanship
In order to comply with the objects of the Club, membership of it entails the provision of boats and qualified instructors and the Executive Committee will make adequate arrangements for the instruction of new, young and inexperienced members and their families during the sailing season, and shall arrange winter sessions on such subjects as seamanship, safety at sea, racing rules, boat maintenance and boat building. 
45. Colours and Badges
The colours of the Club shall be maroon and white and the burgee of the Club shall be a Viking Longship, white on a maroon field.
46. Caravans
The use of caravans on the Club property shall be regulated in accordance with the Caravan Section Rules in the 2nd Schedule hereto. 
50. Safety of Equipment
All caravans and trailers on the Club site must be maintained in good running order and must be fit for the intended purpose. If necessary, a contractor should, with the authority of the Executive Committee, be able to move any equipment on the site without endangering either himself or the property to be moved.
51. Dogs on Site
Any dog within the grounds of East Down Yacht Club should be kept under supervision and controlled at all times and any fouling that occurs should be removed by person responsible for the dog at the time.
52. Deed of Trust
No provision in these Rules or in any amendment thereto shall operate, detract from or qualify the terms of the Trust of the Club property.
53. Declaration
It is hereby declared that this document represents a true and the most up-to-date version of the Rules of East Down Yacht Club.


SCHEDULE 1

	CLASSES OF MEMBERSHIP, ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS AND ENTRANCE FEES

	Class
	Entrance Fee
	Membership Fee

	Family Membership

To include children up to 18 years and students up to 25 years.

	£ NIL
	

	Single Membership (over 25 years)

	£ NIL 
	

	Young Adult Membership

For individuals 18-25 years, and not already in a Family Membership

	N/A
	

	Cadet Membership *

Under 18 years and not already in a Family Membership.

	£ NIL
	

	Temporary Crewing Membership	(Valid for 2 years only)

Temporary Crewing Membership is a discretionary two season introductory scheme intended for newcomers to the Club to get involved in sailing by crewing on club members boats. It is not for those who are rejoining the Club after a period away or for those who are using their own craft.

First year of membership (33% of Single Membership) Second year of membership (50% of Single Membership)
	




N/A
N/A
	

	Outport Membership

Outport Membership is intended for Members resident out- side Northern Ireland and who do not have boats, trailers or equipment at EDYC.

	N/A
	

	Senior Membership

Open to those Members over 60 years of age who have been members of the Club for at least 10 years and who do not own a boat or have a caravan at the Club and who wish to take advantage of such membership

	N/A
	

	Honorary Member (non voting)

	N/A
	

	Temporary Member

Per week, or part thereof, for individuals during EDYC club or- ganised training courses and events.

	N/A
	



	ANNUAL FACILITIES CHARGES - BOAT OWNERS

	

	Facilities Charges – All craft using EDYC slipway
Keelboats, their punts and Sailing Dinghies Other boats above 4.5 m

	

	Winter Storage Charges – 1st November to 16th March, or part thereof
Keelboats/boats below 20ft Keelboats/boats 20ft to below 25ft Keelboats/boats 25ft to below 30ft Keelboats/boats 30ft to below 35ft Keelboats/boats 35ft to below 40ft Keelboats/boats above 40ft
Sailing dinghies and empty boat trailers

	

	Summer Storage Charges – 1st June to 31st August, or part thereof.
Storage for every craft not in commission shall be charged at double the appropriate winter rate

	
Winter x 2


	Long-term Storage Charges.
Storage charges (Winter and Summer) for each successive year that a craft remains out of commission and parked at EDYC

	
(Winter+Summer) x 3








	CASUAL DONATIONS FOR TENTS, CARAVANS AND MOTORHOMES


	
	Members

	Non- Members


	Tents and Awnings

	No Charge*

	

	Caravans and Motorhomes

	
	

	* Members should leave a note in the Club letterbox advising of the location of tent or awning and a con- tact number in case of emergency.


	Notes

Applications for permission to park caravans and motorhomes should be emailed to edycsec@gmail.com in good time and preferably with a minimum of seven days notice.

Donations should be made in advance and left in the black letterbox in the Clubhouse Hallway. Donations do not in- clude hookup to the Club’s electric supply. Hook up to the electric supply is prohibited.

Members are reminded of Rule 20 - ‘A member shall be responsible for his guest strictly observing the rules and shall not leave the Club premises before his guest’




	
	CARAVAN SECTION
	

	Caravan Entrance Donation
	

	Caravan Annual Donation
	

	Winter Storage
	



Notes relating to Schedule 1
*No-one under the age of 18 is allowed on club property or premises without suitable adult
supervision.
Any craft remaining un-launched and un-used during the normal sailing season will be considered to be out of commission 
Interest Free Loans
Scheme 1 ended at 2 December 2001.
That the Honorary Treasurer shall be empowered to accept from members and to repay to them at his discretion or on their request, Interest Free Loans in multiples of £25.00 and that he shall be authorised in respect thereof to rebate membership subscriptions at a rate of £2.00 per annum for every £25.00 lent calculated from the beginning of the calendar quarter after the loan was made until the end of the calendar quarter preceding its repayment.
Scheme 2 Issue Date 3 December 2001
That the Honorary Treasurer shall be empowered to accept from members and to repay to them at his discretion or on their request, Interest free loans in multiples of £25.00 and that he shall be authorised in respect thereof to rebate membership subscriptions at a rate of £1.00 per annum for every £25.00 lent, calculated from the beginning of the calendar quarter after the loan was made until the end of the calendar quarter preceding its repayment.

Payment by Instalments
The Honorary Treasurer may, at the discretion of the Executive Committee, provide a scheme for payment of Annual Subscriptions and associated charges by instalment. An administration fee will be charged for this service. Details of the scheme in operation for any year will be provided with the request for Annual Subscription.
Members whose instalment payments are in order shall be deemed to be fully paid members of the Club for the purposes of Rule 30 (Unpaid Subscriptions).
Penalties
A late payment surcharge of 10% of the full annual rate shall be applied to all subscriptions outstanding after 31st March with the following exceptions :-
- Those members who have advised the Membership Secretary in writing that they have opted to pay their subscriptions in 6 or fewer staged payments and who have transferred the first payment to the Club account by 31 March.
- Any individual case which the Executive Committee considers to be extenuating circumstances where an application has been made in writing to the Executive Committee by the last day in February.


SCHEDULE 2 : CARAVAN SECTION
Rules for the regulation of caravans on the site adjoining the Club House of the East Down Yacht Club.
The Executive Committee of the East Down Yacht Club has full authority to administer these rules.
All payments made by members of the Caravan Section shall become part of the finances of the Yacht Club and shall be under the absolute control of the Treasurer and Committee of the Yacht Club.
The Executive Committee of the East Down Yacht Club shall have power to discipline members of the Caravan Section according to these rules or according to the rules of the Yacht Club.
Members of the Caravan Section shall pay an annual donation, as detailed in the 1st Schedule, for a right to occupy a site on the caravan park. New members to the Caravan Section shall make a one off, non-refundable donation as detailed in the 1st Schedule. Outside the sailing season caravans shall be stored at locations identified as suitable by the Executive Committee. An annual winter storage charge equivalent to a Keelboat below 20ft shall be paid.
All caravans on Club property must be insured against Third Party Liability to a minimum of £1,000,000.
The Executive Committee shall have power, after request, to have a caravan removed from the site at any time during the year, apportioning the subscription accordingly.
Membership of the Caravan Section shall be confined to those paying a Family subscription and who are boat owners.
The membership of the Caravan Section shall be limited to 45 families and when this number is reached the membership shall be closed.
Application for membership shall be made to the Executive Committee of the Yacht Club who shall deal with applications in strict rotation.
The Executive Committee of the Yacht Club shall have full authority to accept or refuse application for or terminate membership of the Caravan Section, and have full authority to amend or terminate existing allocation of sites.
Members proposing to remove their caravan from the site for a period of one week or longer shall give at least one week's prior notice of removal to the Secretary of the Yacht Club or his nominee who shall have power to grant temporary membership of the Caravan Section to any member on payment of a donation to be determined by the Executive Committee.
The Executive Committee of the Yacht Club shall each year nominate three members of the Caravan Section who shall have full power to allocate sites to existing members, to organize voluntary labour to improve the amenities of the caravan park and to report to the Executive Committee of the Yacht Club any serious breaches of the rules of the Caravan Section.
The Executive Committee shall allocate every caravan a site number. Every caravan, whilst on EDYC property, shall permanently display its site number in the window nearest the draw bar.
All caravans in the Boat Park or Dinghy Park must be moved, prior to Opening Day, to their designated sites. Any caravan remaining in the Boat Park or Dinghy Park after that date will be moved to its designated site and any expenses incurred will be reclaimed from the owners.

(Remainder Rules, Schedules, and Appendices are not shown here, and not affected)










Notes and Proposed wording : 

Deletions have a strike through thus, and additions are underlined. Amended wording is followed by rationale (in brackets and italics)

Amendments are intended for voting clause by clause, but can be grouped together e.g page by page. Each requires two thirds of those voting, to pass.

(Overall rationale: to enable EDYC Executive to better control the efficient use of space within our site and  buildings, and to make member and visitor arrangements for use of these, more fair and equitable.)

CLUB RULES  (Amended rules/part of rules, only)

2. Objects of the Club  
To promote the sports of sailing, rowing and canoeing paddlesport in Strangford Lough and elsewhere  throughout Northern Ireland, and such other sports and activities as the Executive Committee  shall consider consistent with the welfare of the Club, and to instruct people in such sports. In all  cases, preference will be given to sailing crafts craft. The use of PWCs (Personal Water Craft) shall  not be permitted at the club.  (Rationale- paddlesport covers various disciplines, including SUP etc.)
3. Club Policies  
3.1 Child Protection Policy  
The Club has adopted and is committed to observing the Child Protection Policy set out in  Appendix A to the Club Rules and recognises its responsibilities under the Child Protection  The Children (Northern Ireland) Order 1995. At all times members in contact and working with young  people on courses and in events organised by the Club shall observe the Code of Conduct  set out in Appendix B to the Club Rules.  (to correct the legislation named 3.2 etc unchanged)

6. Nomination for Election to Executive Committee  
Nominations for all elected offices and posts should be lodged in writing with the Honorary  Secretary not later than five ten days prior to the Annual General Meeting. Each nomination shall be  signed by a Proposer and by a Seconder, and shall bear the signature of the Nominee as an  indication of his or her willingness to serve on a committee, if so elected. Nomination forms shall  be made available to members at the appropriate time. All Nominees, Proposers and Seconders  must be fully paid up to date, adult voting members. Nominees for Commodore and for Vice Commodore  must have served on Executive Committee, prior to nomination. If the number of nominations  received by the due date is fewer than the number of offices and posts to be filled, then the  Chairman of the Meeting may, provided the Meeting approves, seek nominations for those  specific offices and posts which are deficient. All three parties to any such nomination must be  present. (to give time for planning the AGM following the close of Nominations, to allow for direct debit arrangements, and to leave voting members defined as per rule 11, and to reflect current practice.)

7. Taking of Minutes  
The Honorary Secretary shall keep a record of the proceedings at the Annual General Meeting Meetings and  the Executive Committee meetings and shall see that the decisions of these Meetings are  implemented.  (to include other General Meetings, such as EGMs)

  
11. Annual General Meeting  
The Annual General Meeting shall be held on or before the 7th December each year and a notice  of it shall be sent to each member of the Club at the address of each member recorded in the  register of the members. A quorum of 20 members is required. At any Annual General Meeting or  Extraordinary General Meeting each partner shall be entitled to one vote for such partner's Family  membership and each Single member, Honorary Member, Senior member or Young Adult member shall be entitled to  one vote, but Cadet members, Outport members, Temporary Crew, short term members, and Family members, save as above, have no  votes but can submit recommendations.  (to clarify who can/cannot vote, and that short term member is different to Temporary Crew)
12. Extraordinary General Meeting  
An Extraordinary General Meeting may be called at the request in writing of ten full voting members of the  Club and the business of such meetings shall be restricted to the particular business mentioned in  such request and a quorum of twenty members is again required.  (to clarify, as ‘full’ is not defined)
13. Admission of Members  
New members must be proposed and seconded by Club Members in writing on application forms  obtainable from the Secretary. They shall demonstrate in their application to the Executive  Committee’s satisfaction that they intend to become active members of the club and intend to 
utilise the Club’s facilities in keeping with the “Objects of the Club” as noted herein Rule 2. The  names and addresses of persons proposed as members other than Honorary and Temporary short term  members of the Club shall be displayed in a conspicuous place in the Club premises for at least  one week before their election, and an interval of not less than two weeks shall elapse between  the nomination and election of such members. Unless proposed or seconded by a member of the  Executive Committee, the applicant shall be interviewed by at least one member of this  Committee, before the application is considered by the Executive Committee, when a ballot shall  be taken on the admission of the proposed new member at which a majority vote shall decide the  question of admission.  (to clarify, as Temporary Crewing members are not short term. Short term would include a person deemed to be a member for the duration of an event)
14. Non Compliance with Rule 13  
If persons, other than temporary short term members, are elected as members by a procedure which does  not comply with that part of Rule 13 concerning the display of their names and addresses in a  conspicuous place in the Club premises for a period of at least one week before their election, they  shall not be admitted to any of the privileges of membership until the expiration of a period of at  least two days from their election.  (same rationale as 13 above)
 16. Membership Cards  
All members shall carry membership cards be prepared to demonstrate that their name is on the member list, while on the premises of the Club.  (to remove reference to membership cards which are no longer issued)
 
28. Annual Subscriptions and other charges  
Membership for any year starts on 1st January. Subscriptions, and other charges shall be due and payable on 1st  January in each year in accordance with the rates as set out in Schedule 1. Members joining after  1st August in any year are liable for half subscription. Members joining after 1st October in any  year pay no subscription for that year.  (to clarify when other charges become due)
29. Entrance Fee  
Each applicant on admission to Family, Single, Young Adult, and Cadet Membership shall be required to pay an  Entrance Fee in accordance with the rates as set out in Schedule 1. (to be consistent with Schedule 1) 
30. Unpaid Subscriptions or other charges  
Until his or her subscription for the current season and other charges shall have been paid, a member shall not be  entitled to take part in any Club event or make any use of the Club facilities nor shall points be  awarded to any boat in which he/she sails. they sail. A list of members whose subscriptions are still unpaid  in default at 30th April shall be submitted to the Executive Committee by the Honorary Treasurer, as soon as  possible after that date and the Executive Committee shall have power thereafter, and after such  notice as the Executive Committee shall deem reasonable, to remove the name of any member  whose subscription is unpaid in default from the list of members and such person shall forfeit all rights to or  claims upon the Club's assets.  (to include other charges in this clause)
31. Resignations  
A member may resign by giving the Executive Committee notice in writing. A member resigning before 30 April shall not be liable for the annual subscription and other charges due for that year.  (to include other charges in this clause)
32. Complaints, disciplinary, hearings, sanctions, and appeals.  
To be dealt with by the Executive Committee, any complaint shall be in writing and delivered to the  Hon Secretary a member of the Executive, who. The Hon Secretary shall inform the Executive Committee, and refer the matter to  an Investigation Team of people removed from the complaint. The team will carry out an  investigation to include talking to the parties involved. The findings will be presented in writing to  the Executive Committee who will decide by ballot whether or not there is a case to answer. If  there is, the Executive Committee shall refer the matter to a Disciplinary Committee convened to  hear the matter. Those on the Disciplinary Committee shall not have been involved in the  investigation or the decision on whether there is a case to answer.  
The Disciplinary Committee shall hear the case. Protection will be provided to witnesses who  whistle blow during investigation or hearings. The Executive Committee should put any charges to  individuals concerned, stating the rule which the member’s behaviour has allegedly breached. The  Executive Committee shall have the power to expel a member or suspend a member from the  privileges of membership for a period not exceeding one month. Members suspended or expelled  shall forfeit all rights to or claims upon the Club or its funds. Sanctions, other than suspension &  expulsion are possible, including suspension of certain membership rights, suspension of duties or  office, or deduction of racing points. Appeals shall be in writing and delivered to the Hon Secretary, a member of the Executive, stating the grounds of appeal, and made within 14 days of the member being informed of the  outcome of a hearing. Appeals shall be referred by the Secretary, to the Executive Committee, or if  necessary, to a body beyond the club. The club shall refer to its Code of Conduct to determine the standards of behaviour expected of members. Any related matter not fully detailed in this rule shall  be dealt with in general accordance with the principles in the Labour Relations Agency (LRA) Code  of Practice on Disciplinary and Grievance Procedures (NI) guide, or equivalent NI guidance  document.  (to address concerns discussed at AGM 2025)
33. Changes in Rules  
No rule of the Club shall be changed or added to or revoked except by a special resolution of not  less than two thirds of the members present and voting at the General Meeting or a Special an Extraordinary General Meeting of which resolution seven days' previous notice in writing shall be given to each  member.  (to bring arrangements under the scope of rule 12)
34. Proposal of Resolution by Members  
If any member shall desire to propose any resolution for the amendment of the Club Rules he they shall give notice in writing of such proposal to the Honorary Secretary by 31st October in any year. (to be gender neutral) 
 
39. Admission of Honorary and Temporary short term Members  
No persons shall be allowed to become Honorary or Temporary Short term members of the Club or be relieved  of the payment of the regular entrance fee or subscription, except those possessing the following  qualifications:  
Honorary Members - Elected by the Executive Committee. These being existing or recent past  members of the Club to be honoured in recognition of meritorious work for the Club or for special  achievement in the sport of sailing.  
Temporary Short term  Members - Those non-members participating in training or sailing events approved by the Executive  Committee.  (to distinguish short term from Temporary Crew)

42. Navigation, Racing and Sailing  
All racing is to be conducted under the rules of the Royal Yachting Association and every helmsman  is to be a member of a recognised club.  
All craft taking part in Club activities or using Club facilities must be insured against Third Party  Liability to a minimum of £3,000,000.00.  
No boat belonging to a Club member may be awarded points in a Club event unless its particulars  have been reported previously to the responsible Officer of the Club, in such a manner as the  Executive Committee may prescribe, and unless it carries clear identifying sail numbers and/or name  in accordance with the reported particulars, and unless all dues to the Club in respect of the boat  have been paid, and unless the helmsman and crew are fully paid members of the Club or bona-fide  visitors, subject to the further restriction that any such visitor may not participate in more than five  Points Series races in any one season.  
Personal buoyancy aids must be worn at all times by persons in dinghies and tenders ,tenders, and club support vessels.  A 5 knot speed limit (speed over the ground) is imposed in the immediate area of the clubhouse  waters bounded to the North by Dodd’s Island and in the South by the entrance to the Dorn (often  marked by perches), during the sailing season.  
The following list of vessels has permission to exceed the speed limit:-  
Club support vessels, club safety boats and club rescue boats in their immediate race management  and safety/rescue duties only, not on general passage making, subject only to safe and considerate  helming.  (to extend use of buoyancy aids, and to simplify wording)
43. Classes of Sailing Boats  
The official classes of boats sponsored by the Club shall be determined or amended at the Annual  or Special Extraordinary General Meeting. Other boats will be eligible to participate in handicap races under the  RYA Portsmouth Yardstick Scheme or other such recognised handicap scheme as the Executive  Committee may decide.  (to use consistent wording for types of General Meeting)
44. Instruction in Seamanship  
In order to comply with the objects of the Club, membership of it entails the provision of boats and  qualified instructors and the Executive Committee will make adequate arrangements for the  instruction of new, young and inexperienced members and their families during the sailing season,  and shall arrange winter sessions on such subjects as seamanship, safety at sea, racing rules,  boat maintenance and boat building.  (Non-members can be made short term members for courses)

50. Safety of Equipment  
All boats, caravans and trailers on the Club site must be maintained in good running order and must be fit  for the intended purpose. If necessary, a contractor should, with the authority of the Executive  Committee, be able to move any equipment items on the site without endangering either himself people or the  property to be moved.  (to include boats within safety requirements, and streamline wording)
51. Dogs on Site  
Any dog within the grounds of East Down Yacht Club should be kept under supervision and  controlled at all times and any fouling that occurs should be removed by the person responsible for the  dog at the time.  (to improve grammar)

SCHEDULE 1  
CLASSES OF MEMBERSHIP, ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS AND ENTRANCE FEES 
	Class
	Entrance Fee 
	Membership Fee 



	Temporary Short Term Member  
Per week, or part thereof, for individuals during EDYC club organised training courses and events. 
	
N/A 
	




(to provide a consistent description as per rules 11, 13, 39, etc. remainder of this table unchanged )


ANNUAL FACILITIES CHARGES - BOAT OWNERS  
	Facilities Charges, Winter Storage, Summer Storage- (No change to table)

	



	Long-term Storage Charges.  
Storage charges (Winter and Summer) for each successive year that a craft remains  out of not in commission and parked at EDYC
	


(to use more consistent wording)

CASUAL DONATIONS FOR TENTS, CARAVANS AND MOTORHOMES (unchanged)

CARAVAN SECTION  (table unchanged)
	Caravan Entrance Donation 
	

	Caravan Annual Donation 
	

	Winter Storage 
	



Notes relating to Schedule 1  
*No-one under the age of 18 is allowed on club property or premises without suitable adult  supervision.  
Any craft remaining un-launched and un-used during the normal sailing season will be considered  to be out of not in commission. Any craft or equipment appearing unsafe, or unsuitable for use, may be considered not in commission. (to better define ‘not in commission’ for charging)

Interest Free Loans (unchanged)

SCHEDULE 2 : CARAVAN SECTION  
Rules for the regulation of caravans on the site adjoining the Club House of the East Down Yacht  Club.  
The Executive Committee of the East Down Yacht Club has full authority to administer these rules.  All payments made by members of the Caravan Section shall become part of the finances of the  Yacht Club and shall be under the absolute control of the Treasurer and Committee of the Yacht  Club.  
The Executive Committee of the East Down Yacht Club shall have power to discipline members of  the Caravan Section according to these rules or according to the rules of the Yacht Club.  Members of the Caravan Section shall pay an annual donation, as detailed in the 1st Schedule, for  a right to occupy a site on the caravan park. New members to the Caravan Section shall make a  one off, non-refundable donation as detailed in the 1st Schedule. Outside the sailing season  caravans shall be stored at locations identified as suitable by the Executive Committee. An annual  winter storage charge equivalent to a Keelboat below 20ft shall be paid.  
All caravans on Club property must be insured against Third Party Liability to a minimum of  £1,000,000. 
The Executive Committee shall have power, after request, to have a caravan and all additions, removed from the  site at any time during the year, apportioning the subscription accordingly.  
Remainder unchanged, but add to end.. 
Items stored under or around caravans will not be exempted from charges outlined in Schedule 1. (to encourage members to keep items in the spaces allocated, and facilitate site management)
