

Club RS Feva and Topper Sailing Dinghy EDYC Usage Policy (April 2025)

The EDYC Executive Committee have asked the Sailing Committee to define and communicate updated arrangements for the use of the Club’s training boats in the 2025 season and beyond. The notes below are an update therefore on the notes dating from August 2023 with which you may already be familiar.

1. The EDYC boats include RS Fevas, Toppers, a Wayfarer, a Leisure 17 keelboat and such other boats as fall under the control of the Club.

1. The Club have authorised and instructed the Sailing Committee to bring this fleet up to RYA “training standard/specification.” It is envisaged that the fleet will be inspected by the RYA and assessed against that standard.

1. Thereafter, the fleet will be maintained by the Club to assure ongoing compliance with that base standard.

1. The boats are intended for the use of Club members for the purposes of:

1. Training of individuals and/or groups of individuals within Strangford Lough
2. Participation in EDYC points racing on Wednesday evenings and Saturday afternoons
3. Racing at Team or Open events hosted within Strangford Lough
4. Training, Racing and Team or Open events hosted out-with Strangford Lough

1. Permission for the use of the EDYC boats for the first and second of the above purposes must be arranged through the booking outlined below. Permission for the use of the EDYC boats for the third and fourth of the above purposes i.e. for use out-with Strangford Lough must be similarly applied for with the consent of the Sailing Captain or nominated individual(s) also being required. In such circumstances, the Sailing Captain’s decision would be final and not appealable. 

1. Permission where obtained will be for a boat’s use with training sails only. The use of racing sails, including spinnaker, must be specially requested and approved. Extreme care is needed with these, as they are fragile, easily damaged and are relatively difficult/expensive to repair.

1. Where boats are to be transported, to avoid damage, they should not be placed on trailers without Sailing Committee’s permission and control.

1. Where permission is granted for use a boat, without exception, must be signed out and back in the relevant logbooks which are located on the back wall, above the rudder rack, of the green shed at the head of the slipway recording the boat’s hull number. The Club is required at the end of each season to account for the usage of these boats.

1. Anyone using the boats must always wear personal buoyancy.

1. The boats are only to be used whenever a safety boat is in attendance such as at club training activities or club racing.

1. The boats are listed on the Club’s insurance schedule and both the Club and boat-users will benefit from such cover (within the limitations of the policy) in the event of damage and loss which in the opinion of the Sailing Captain was significant, unavoidable and not attributable to misuse or carelessness.

1. Boat users must check the boat carefully before use and note any damage or fault in the logbook. If a boat becomes damaged during use, details must immediately also be recorded in the logbook. This must also be notified to a member of the Sailing Committee. If such damage is substantial and in the opinion of the Sailing Captain arose from carelessness or negligence on the user’s part, then the Club will require the user to pay the first £150.00 of the repair cost.

1. Monies accrued over the season from rental fees as referenced above, will be reinvested in the fleet to cover the cost of normal wear-and-tear and renewals.

1. In terms of rental cost, the following rates will apply in 2025. For convenience, arrangements are being put in place for payments may be made through Plain Sailing.

· A facility will be made available for a sailor (in the case of a single-handed boat eg Topper) or a pair of sailors (in the case of a double-handed boat eg Feva’s, Wayfarer, L17) to reserve the use of such boats for the purposes of training “outside EDYC and within Strangford Lough and at Strangford Lough Youth Series” and for “participation in EDYC Points Racing”. Such “rental charge” must be applied for and paid in advance by permission of the Sailing Captain or nominated individual(s). Three rental periods have been identified each attracting the rental costs noted below:

· 1st April to 30th June: £60/single handed boat, £90/double handed boat
· 1st July to 31st September: £60/single handed boat, £90/double handed boat
· 1st October to 31st March: £60/single handed boat, £90/double handed boat

Booking utilising the above arrangement is encouraged and will be prioritised over other arrangements except training.

· Where demand and availability exist, a facility will be made available throughout the year for a sailor or a pair of sailors to reserve the use of Club boats on a more ad hoc basis for the purposes of training “outside of EDYC and within Strangford Lough” and for “participation in EDYC Points Racing.” Such ad hoc arrangements must be applied for and paid in advance by permission of the Sailing Captain or nominated individual(s). In this case the following rental costs would apply:

· Single handed boat: £15/day
· Double handed boat: £25/day

· Notwithstanding Points 1 & 2 above, for the purposes of “Racing at Open events hosted within Strangford Lough” e.g. Regattas and for the purposes of “Training, Racing and Team or Open events hosted out-with Strangford Lough” by permission of the Sailing Captain or nominated individual(s) the following fees for each day's use will be payable:

· Single handed boat: £30/day
· Double handed boat: £50/day
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